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To him belongs the credit of establishing the first
printing-press at Bucharest. The first book printed
in the Roumanian language on Roumanian soil 'was
his collection of canon law, which appeared in 1640.
Hitherto, while the Roumanian had been the ver-
nacular, Slav had been the language of literature.
But henceforth books were issued in a tongue which
the people could understand. Basil soon followed the
example of his rival, and the printing-press of the
monastery at Jassy produced a volume of sermons
in 1643. Beginning with legal and religious treatises,
the printers soon widened the area of their labours,
and Roumanian began to be the language not only
of the peasants and nobles, but of the printed books,
which the more cultivated of them began to read.
Basil founded a school at Jassy, where instruction
was given in the mother-tongue, and the growth of
Greek culture and the spread of the Greek idiom
could not stifle it.

Unfortunately, Bassarab and Basil did not seek to
rival one another in the arts of peace alone. From
the first, they were deadly enemies. Bassarab sought
the aid of the Emperor at Vienna ; Basil denounced
his foe to the Sultan at Constantinople, and invaded
his territory. Defeated by the Wallachian prince,
and coldly treated by the Turks, he applied to the
Poles for support, and again attacked Bassarab. But
this second venture was more disastrous than the
first. Not only was he routed in battle, but driven
from the throne by a rising of his subjects, who were
weary of his anti-national policy. The year after his
flight, his rival died, and with their removal from the